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CHAPTEE  XII.

IK the course of the summer the ambition of Bonaparte
had fulfilled the worst prognostications of those who
had seen nothing in the peace but an opportunity
gained by him to pursue new schemes of conquest un-
disturbed by a war with Great Britain. Since the
peace he had annexed the Island of Elba and the whole
of Piedmont; had occupied the Duchies of Parma and
Placentia, and had declared himself4 Mediator of the
Swiss Eepublic ;' and all this with a pretence of serv-
ing moral ends that revolted the honest soul of
Windham. c There is something,' he said, in the de-
bates on the address, * in the boasted title of pacificator
so ludicrous that it excites contempt. It is like the
cant slang so much in use with smugglers, robbers, and
gypsies: with such people smuggling is called a " free
trade," " skipping a hedge," " moonshine," and " run-
ning1 away at night." I remember a set of thieves in
Suffolk who called every sort of plunder of the revenue
" hiding." So when the consul marches 40,000 men
into Switzerland he calls it " settling their affairs."
When he invaded Egypt in breach of treaty with the
Porte, he called it chastising the rebellious Pashas. If
any oppose his measures they are disturbers of the